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August 17, 2021

Keep taking measures to prevent infection even after vaccination!

YAMAZAKI Koetsu
President, Kanazawa University

Dear Students,

The workplace vaccination against COVID-19 at Kanazawa University started on July 6.
The vaccination for applicants among our students, faculty and staff is making good progress.
We have completed the first dose safely and are providing the second dose in order. “The rate

of all the students who got vaccinated has reached 88% including those vaccinated by local

governments”. | am happy to see such a high vaccination coverage resulting from everyone's
decision based on correct knowledge about vaccinations.

In Japan, the percentage of people who have received the second dose of vaccination

has reached 36.5%, and 83.4% among the elderly aged 65 and over (as announced by the

Prime Minister's Office of Japan on August 13). Receiving the vaccine twice obviously provides

preventive effect on appearance of symptoms and severity of the disease. The number of

infected people over 65 years old has recently decreased to a few percent of the total, and the

number of severe cases has not increased. It is understood that vaccination for the elderly
prevents both infection and the severity of the disease even after infection. Nowadays, the

largest number of newly infected people are in their 20s, followed by those under 19. (*1: The

Japanese Association for Infectious Diseases and the Japanese Society for Infection
Prevention and Control).
However, even after getting vaccinated twice, people can still become infected. The

National Institute of Infectious Diseases reported the results of a survey of people who were
diagnosed with novel coronavirus infection after vaccination. According to the report, even after
having two doses of the vaccine, a small number of infection can still occur (but the possibility
of serious illness is considered low), and there is a possibility of spreading the infection to other
people (*2: National Institute of Infectious Diseases). As a concrete example, it was reported
that in Fukuoka City, of the 4,173 new positive cases confirmed by the city between June 30
and August 6, 70 people, that is about 1.7% of the total, had been immunized after more than
two weeks since they had the second doses of vaccination (*3: Nishinippon Shimbun).

In addition, recently, delta variant of new viruses with mutated infectious and proliferative

potential have replaced the previously spreaded type. According to the CDC (Centers for



Disease Control and Prevention), the delta variant is capable of infecting eight to nine people

from one infected person. As it is one to three people for the flu and 2.5 people for the

conventional novel coronavirus, the delta variant has quite stronger infectiosity.
In order to prevent people from COVID-19, it is required that as many people as
possible are vaccinated. However, there are some people who cannot be vaccinated due to

their constitution or underlying diseases. The original idea of "herd immunity" is to protect those

who cannot be vaccinated by having those around them vaccinated. In this way, the entire

society is protected.

The cause (route) of infection is unknown for many people who have recently been
infected with the novel coronavirus infection. There are still some people who get infected at
dinners, but most of them are those who had dinner with the limited number of their close

friends. It can be said that the delta variant can be transmitted even at such a table. It is

important that we continue to refrain from going out unnecessarily and avoid activities that

increase the risk of infection to ourselves and others. Even if you have received two doses of

vaccination, please continue to take basic infection prevention measures.

Kanazawa University plans to complete vaccinations by the end of August. We expect
that by each student taking infection prevention measures, we will be able to safely resume the

third guarter of face-to-face classes from October and get closer to the daily student life as

before. | would appreciate your continued understanding and cooperation.

*1 https://www.kansensho.or.jp/uploads/files/topics/2019ncov/covid19_tameni_210806.pdf (Japanese only)
*2 https://mww.niid.go.jp/niid/ja/diseases/ka/corona-virus/2019-ncov/2488-idsc/iasr-news/10534-498p01.html
(Japanese only)

*3 https://www.nishinippon.co.jp/item/n/783870/ (Japanese only)
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