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March 4, 2022

Thorough infection control measures for the new academic year
~shift from self-restraint toward coexisting~

YAMAZAKI Koetsu
President, Kanazawa University

Dear Students,

Over the past two years, we have acquired a great deal of scientific knowledge on COVID-19 and
countermeasures have been presented from time to time. For example, the Omicron variant, the
dominant variant of the 6th wave, has a lower risk of severe illness than the Delta and other variants,
but is extremely infectious. It has also been found that, although the effectiveness of vaccination is
waning over time (decreases by about half in six months), additional vaccinations can restore the effect
sufficiently.

The expert meeting of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) indicated that the decline
in the number of new cases of infection nationwide is slow, and is expected to remain at a high level
for a while. They warn, although there are no signs at this point, there is a possibility that displacement
to more infectious 'BA.2' could increase the number of new cases again. They also alert that we have
more opportunities for contact with people toward the end of the academic year.

Around the world, many countries opt to ease restrictions gradually with caution in order to balance
economic activities. For example, in the USA, discussions on the need for strategies to coexist with
COVID-19 began in this January. It was when the Omicron variant was spreading. An article that
stressed the need of strategies for a ‘new normal’ appeared in a journal published by the American
Medical Association (*1). In the article, it says the so-called 'zero corona' strategy is not realistic for
COVID-19. It is necessary to consider if our society could accept COVID-19 at any point of decline in
number of infected people, seriously ill people and deaths by using vaccines and therapeutic medicine,
and to make plans for emergency infection control measures, the number of beds in medical institutions
and staff arrangement for when it exceeds the acceptable level by using examples of other viruses
such as influenza.

Prime Minister of Japan announced new border measures that will allow new entry into Japan of
foreign nationals except for tourists, shorten the self-quarantine period under the supervision of
universities, etc., and raise the maximum number of foreigners permitted to enter Japan each day. In
accordance with the phased relaxation of Japanese border measures from March, the Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology delivered a message regarding international
students’ entry into Japan on February 21 (*2). This is good news for international students who have
been granted pre-qualification of status of residence but have not been able to enter Japan. For past
two years, most of prospective international students were also unable to enter Japan at Kanazawa
University. On the other hand, the number of students studying abroad has decreased significantly, too.
Only about 40 students are studying abroad this year. We will continue to support as much as possible
so that international students who have been patiently waiting to study at KU can come to Japan as
soon as possible, and so that more of our students can study abroad.

A truly global campus is the one where diverse languages and cultures interact daily. In consideration
of the importance of increasing opportunities for many students to deepen mutual understanding,
Kanazawa University has been actively accepting international students as well as improving as a
global campus. To restore the primary purpose of our university, we will welcome all new and current
students to the campus in April. We gradually relax restrictions and aim for a shift from self-restraint to
coexistence while putting safety and security the highest priority as it has been. For this policy, it is
essential that our infection control measures are trusted by society, and your voluntary infection control
measures are necessary. Let’s continue to take thorough infection control measures during the spring
break and create a new environment where everyone can learn together.
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