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January 16, 2022

Kanazawa University's response to the new coronavirus infection and its future
~ Global trust and cooperation will save humanity ~

YAMAZAKI Koetsu
President, Kanazawa University

Dear Students,

For almost two years now, the world has been battling a new coronavirus infection (COVID-19) that has
believed to have originated in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, around December 2019, spread rapidly around the
world. We will review our response, and discuss the future based on lessons learned from the history of infectious
diseases.

1. The University's response over the past two years

At the beginning of 2020, the infection of the new coronavirus spread rapidly and unexpectedly. However,
because the university was already equipped with an information environment that enabled online classes, we
were able to maintain the academic calendar without postponing or interrupting classes from the start of the new
semester in April 2020, when the first wave of the new corona virus infection spread rapidly. (3%5)

Since then, there has been a remarkable spread of the second through fifth waves in Japan, and now the sixth
wave is beginning to spread. In the fourth wave that started in early March 2021, the severity and fatality rate
increased, and on May 26, the number of severely ill people reached 1,413 nationwide. However, because of the
vaccination program that had been desperately promoted since February, the situation was brought under control
by early June. However, due to the emergence of new highly infectious mutant strains, the delta strains became
the mainstream strains in the fifth wave that started around the end of June, and a record number of 25,992 new
cases were recorded nationwide on August 20. On the other hand, it has become clear that vaccination can
reduce the severity of the disease.

The university started the university-based vaccination (inoculation at workplaces) on July 6, and proceeded to
vaccinate all those who wished to be vaccinated, including people from neighboring universities, and by August
27, 91% of the students had been vaccinated, including those who had not been vaccinated on campus (3%1, 2).
As the number of infected people began to decrease nationwide in the latter half of August and continued to
decline thereafter, we judged that safety and security could be ensured at the university. Therefore, from the start
of the third quarter of 2021 (October 1), we lowered the level of our activity guidelines for education and research
activities to "Level 1 (Alert and Caution)," and decided to expand face-to-face classes as much as possible while
continuing to thoroughly implement infection prevention measures (%3, 4). Furthermore, from October 15,
extracurricular activity level was also lowered to "Level 1 (Alert/Caution),” and the 58th Kindai-sai Festival, to be
held on October 30 and 31, will be conducted as a face-to-face event open to the general public, with thorough
infection prevention measures in place (3%5, 6).

On the other hand, as a means of providing financial support to students, we have been lending (and
continuing to lend) the university's own "Emergency Student Support Fund" since May 2020 to help improve the
lives of students who are in financial difficulties due to sudden changes in their family finances caused by the
spread of the new coronavirus infection. To date, a total of over 83 million yen has been lent to a total of 1,670
students.

2. Learning from History

Humans have been battling various infectious diseases since as far back as B.C. The plague (Black Death) of
the 14th century is said to have started in Central Asia and spread from the northern coast of the Black Sea to
Sicily and then throughout Europe. About a third of the entire population of Europe (about 25 million people) lost
their lives to the disease, which is said to have contributed to the collapse of feudal society and the Reformation.
Also, In 1918, a malignant influenza virus (Spanish flu) infection occurred at a U.S. Army base in the U.S. The
infection spread from troops in the European theater of World War | to every corner of the world within a few
months. It is estimated that about a quarter of the world's population at that time (about 500 million people) was
infected, and tens of millions of people died. As a result, it is said that the end of World War | was hastened.

To date, smallpox is said to be the only infectious disease that humans have been able to eradicate from the
earth. Smallpox is believed to have been a human disease as early as 10,000 years ago, spreading as people
moved around. Smallpox is said to have entered the island nation of Japan from the continent in the mid-6th
century. Smallpox spread throughout the world, but the smallpox vaccination method developed by the British
physician Edward Jenner in 1796 had a revolutionary preventive effect. Jenner's vaccination technique was
introduced to Japan in the early 1800s. As a result, the World Health Organization (WHQO) declared the
eradication of smallpox in 1980. Humanity was able to overcome smallpox because everyone in every country
was vaccinated against smallpox.




In just two weeks, scientists today were able to find a new coronavirus, sequence its genome, and develop
reliable testing methods. Once the causes of an infectious disease pandemic are understood, strategies for
combating infectious diseases can be formulated, and vaccinations, therapeutic agents, and medical
infrastructure can be developed to overcome infectious diseases.

Based on the above history of infectious diseases, the following two points can be suggested about the current
novel coronavirus infections.
(1) The fact that infectious diseases spread rapidly from one country to another, even long before the age of
globalization, makes it impossible to protect one's own citizens from infectious agents in other countries by
permanently closing borders.
(2) The virus can never be eradicated by each country dealing only with its own people.

In other words, we can conclude that the virus can be eradicated only through the sharing of reliable scientific
information and global collaboration.

3. Prospects
In the past two years, many classes at many universities have been conducted online, and online meetings

have increased dramatically at companies. While a new style of teaching via computer screens has taken root in
universities, the loss of real opportunities for students and faculty to gather in the same space to interact directly
and stimulate each other has become an issue. Fortunately, the number of newly infected people has been on a
downward trend since last September, and many universities have returned to face-to-face classes, but the
situation is changing drastically due to the spread of a mutated strain of Omicron.

Since October of last year, the university has turned the corner from "preventing infection by restricting activities"
to "preventing infection while returning to normal activities", and has continued to implement a system that aims to
balance the new campus life while protecting face-to-face classes, etc. (*5, 6). The reason why we provide a
learning environment where students can make use of campus life, participate in extracurricular activities, interact
with friends, and take on various challenges is because we believe that keeping the campus open is the foundation
of university education.

Recently, however, the Omicron strain has been spreading faster than the Delta strain. In Europe and the United
States, in particular, the delta strains have been rapidly replaced by the omicron strains within a month or so, and
the number of cases per day has reached a record high. In Japan, the number of new infections has been gradually
increasing since December, and the sixth wave of community-acquired infection with the Omicron strain is
spreading rapidly, surpassing the fifth wave. In response to this, the University has raised the restriction level of its
activity guidelines.

Continuing from last week, we have decided to hold online classes for one week starting today, January 17, to
give top priority to preventing infection. We plan to return to face-to-face classes from next week onward, taking
into account the situation where the spread of the Omicron strain is controlled. With the end of the school year
approaching, students in their final year are finishing up their university life. We will continue to take all possible
measures to minimize the number of infected students on campus through the high awareness and efforts of our
students, faculty, and staff, to send our graduates and post-graduates out into the society with a good feeling, and
to welcome our new students to a safe and secure campus in April of the new academic year. It is important for
each of you to take basic infection control measures. | sincerely hope that all of humanity will cooperate to overcome
the new coronavirus as soon as possible.
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